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The experience of integration processes plays an important role in the country's 
economy, provided that integration opportunities are considered. This experience can 
be both positive and negative. Integration affects most sectors of the economy, as 
well as industry, agriculture, transport, utilities, finance, investment, insurance and 
pensions. It becomes a condition for the improvement of the administration and the 
formation of the social movement. 

Let's consider integration processes on the example of the European Union. 
The EU Treaty, signed in 1992 in Maastricht (Netherlands), by the heads of state and 
the government of the member States of the European economic community, has 
came into effect in 1993. The Treaty is accompanied by 17 protocols and 33 
declarations. The European Union unites 28 States in order to ensure peace and 
prosperity for their citizens, to create a space without internal borders, to strengthen 
economic and social cooperation and to create a monetary Union. Also, the 
emergence of the EU was aimed at creating a common market and, on this basis, 
improving economic stability and living standards. For accession to the EU a country 
must meet the Copenhagen criteria, adopted in June 1993 by the European Council 
meeting in Copenhagen and approved in December 1995 at the European Council 
meeting in Madrid: 

 respect for democratic principles, freedom and respect for human rights, and 
the rule of law; 

 a competitive market economy should be present; 

 general rules and standards of the EU are to be recognized. 
Germany, at that time FRG, was one of those countries that took the first step 

in the creation of a modern EU. It is the most powerful and influential state of the 
European Union. For several years in a row - from 2003 to 2008 – Germany has been 
the first in the world ranking in absolute monetary terms of exports, even ahead of 
China. After the decline of the global market in 2010-2011, the export of Germany in 
2012 has began to grow and reached the level of 1 trillion euros, with an increase in 
comparison with 2011 by 4.3%. The German economy is the most powerful, stable 
and competitive in the whole of Europe, having a reliable market and attracting new 
investors. Moreover, Germany is the third largest donor to the UN regular 
peacekeeping budget. It is the largest donor to the countries of the European Union 
that is approved by these countries, and the discontent of the Germans themselves. 

Germany has also become a key member in international relations: it takes part 
in the resolution of conflicts, in peacekeeping operations, anti-terrorism campaigns, 
playing the role of mediator and peacemaker. 

Unfortunately, the situation in Greece is not as good as in Germany. Greece 
has joined the EU in January, 1, 1981, becoming the tenth member state of the 
European community. There were no opponents among its population at the time: the 
majority expected a rise in the standard of living, a decrease in the level of crime and 
the growth of the country's economy. Expectations were not to come true. 

Providing before 1981 Greece was a world exporter of food, today it is forced 
to import them from abroad, and not of the best quality. Previously, Greece had 
several sugar manufactories and several large knitting mills – now has none. 
Previously, the country had developed a shipyard, and now they have practically 
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disappeared. «The tragedy of Greece is that at the time of accession to the European 
Union, they were forbidden to work, - says doctor of economic sciences Mikhail 
Delyagin. - They had four and a half industries. Three and a half of them - olives, 
tobacco, wine and cotton crops, which were a half of the industry - closed. They 
actually lost the opportunity to export these products to the European Union. And it 
was difficult to export outside the European Union, because half of the exports 
should go inside the European Union. This is another condition».  By accepting 
Greece in the EU, it was given the condition to change the attitude to property and its 
management, as well as to privatize strategic enterprises controlled by the Greek 
state: 27 large enterprises were privatized to the 2000th, among them 5 main banks of 
the country. After that banks have sold a telecommunications company, factories of 
building materials and food industry. Even the production of the famous cognac 
Metaxa went to the British Grand Metropolitan. The state withdrew from the 
lucrative Maritime transport and start selling ports. Greece has failed not only in its 
economy, but also in its political power. 

Consequently, the desire to implement the Maastricht agreements in the 
country reveals a number of problems: 

- complexity of the integration process; 
- political miscalculations are being discovered; 
- the European financial system is weakening with the entry of a new country, 

whose economy does not match the leading EU partners; 
- the social sphere of the country, which seeks for membership in the EU, 

suffers as well as financial stability of the leading members of the community; 
- there are uncontrolled flows of migrants, as EU membership provides free 

movement between EU member states; 
- due to the fact that there is a free movement of capital, it is necessary to have 

the same level of development of the financial market, which is not always possible. 
But there are also positive aspects of integration: 
- working conditions of the population with deepening of specialization and 

division of labor, payment, technical equipment, more fruitful use of resources are 
improved; 

- enterprises are forced to re-equip technically, which brings products to a 
higher competitive level and retains the trend towards economic growth; 

- new stable markets are being developed, and the competitiveness of products 
is being maintained. 

With the right steps towards world integration, many of humanity's problems 
will be solved, as well as the welfare of the country will increase. But in no case will 
the desire for a sharp improvement in welfare lead to economic modernization, social 
reforms and other changes – first you need to prepare the country, and then join the 
world community!  

Finally, before trying to launch integration processes in the country, the head of 
the country should answer the question: «what will it eventually bring-a threat or new 
opportunities?». 
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